
 
Pembroke Diocesan President Report   Saturday, October 20, 2018 
Annual Fall Meeting Cathedral parish Pembroke  9:30 am -2:30 pm 

 
Since our convention in May, the table executive has been busy wrapping up the results of the 
Convention and planning for the next year. We have had two meetings: one in June to prepare for the 
Day of Reflection in September and one in September to prepare for the annual fall meeting in October. 
We are grateful to Our Lady of Lourdes parish CWL, Pembroke, for helping host the convention, to Our 
Lady of Fatima CWL, Renfrew, for hosting the Day of Reflection and today we thank St. Columbkille’s 
parish CWL, Pembroke, for hosting this meeting. Today, you heard the review of two standing 
Committees: Organization and Legislation. Thank you Joan Lemay and Maureen Brennan. We will 
finish this goal of reviewing all positions in any council at Convention 2019. In the Spring we will have 
Education and Health and Communications and at Convention 2019 we will finish with the positions of 
Treasurer and President. I want to commend all the executive for taking on this initiative. Review is 
good for all of us. 
 
Watch for a CWL Diocesan article in the Ecclesia coming out in November. Thank you to Elaine and 
Pat for completing that article. 
 
The 2019 Convention will be held in Douglas and the Spring meeting will be held in Barry’s Bay. Try 
your best to encourage all members to attend these meetings. Together we grow in faith, knowledge 
and friendship. 
 
Every parish president received a copy of the National booklet called” The Catholic Women’s League of 
Canada Plans Strategically 2018—2022.” In the next while, we will gather councils together and study 
the document. This project has been mandated by national Council so let’s work together to make it 
work!!! 
 
This year our membership numbers have increased.  I am proud of your efforts to promote the League 
and increase membership. Could we all try to bring one more member into our councils for 2019….   
that would make 30 new members across the diocese. Please try. 
 
The latest Canadian League Fall 2018 is out. Take some time to read it.  It lists all the National 
Executive across the country. Resolutions are there too for you to read and act on. Check out the 
National website too, along with the Ontario site and the Diocesan site.  We have lots to read and 
enjoy. Please contact any Executive member if you have a question. We are all willing to visit with you 
and share CWL stories with you. Your commitment to your parishes and the many activities you 
spearhead in the parish are admiral but remember to take time for your council as a group and the 
mandate we have as members bonded together across the country in faith, fun and fulfillment. 
 
I can’t say it enough but: If you have the time and the means to attend a provincial council convention, 
please do. There you will get a sense of what a wonderful organization we are and all the sister 
members we can identify with across the province. In 2019, the convention will be in Kingston from July 
7-10. 
 
Homelessness is still the focus across the province of Ontario. Over $15,000 was collected in Tim’s 
cards last July and given to many shelters mostly in the greater Toronto area and some councils 
donated to places locally. The generosity shown was tremendous. We will continue with the collection 
of socks and women’s personal products for this term in our diocese. Keep track of what you collect 
and we will add them all together for a final report at Convention 2019. Articles can be given to 
Bernadette McCann House in Pembroke, Maggie’s Resource Centre in Bancroft, and other shelters 



you know of. Some food banks may take your donation too.  Please keep Community Life chair: Joan 
Kelly informed about your sharing. 
 
Every month, the Ontario Communications Chair produces an on-line newsletter which features a 
diocese as well as many articles of interest across the province. In September, Pembroke diocese was 
featured so Bev Drouin wrote a very detailed, interesting article on the smudging ceremony we had at 
convention last May.  I have a copy here for you to look at. You can find this monthly newsletter on – 
line on the Ontario website. Check it out. 
 
Over the last few years, we have looked at the different ceremonies we have in place in our 
organization. Our welcome to new members, our prayer service for deceased members at the wake, 
our annual memorial celebration for all deceased members and spiritual advisors and our installation 
and reaffirmation of the table executive gives our organization credibility, honour, respect and value.  
Please continue to celebrate with all members each year. Together we build up our parish community 
and our love of the League. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Carmel Rumleskie 


